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TEE THE CHRISTIAN 
GOING UP TQ HIS 
HEAVENLY CANAAN. 


* „h 4144. 


NuMBERS X111, 30. 


And Caleb flilled the People 470 2 FR and ſaid, 
Let us go up at once, and he jr! it ; for we, are 
well able 4% gvercome it. 


8 book, called Numbers, is a recital of 
the Champions, and Travels of the Hebrews in 
the wilderneſs, It is an hiſtory of about thirty- _ 
nine years. In it we are informed of the numbers, 
ation, and order of marching of the various tribes 
of Iſrael, together with a variety of other things, 
relating to the offerings of the Princes, dedication 
of the Tabernzcle, conſecration of Levites, the _ = 
obſervation of the ſecond Patlover, and the puniſh- 
ments God inflicted UZ0n certain rebellious Cha- | 
| racters. „ ö 


In this chapter we are informed, that Mos zs, | -* 2 
by the command of God, {ent rweive She et, n-e 
tr cach Tribe, to view the Land of Canaan; - 1 
3 8 "fp | A 


Pry 
* 
— 


(4 
they went through it to the north-borders, and af- 
ter forty days, returned to Moſes, at Kadeſh-barnea. 
Ten of them brought up a bad report of it, as un- 
wholeſome, and impoſſible to be conquered. Theſe 
for their falſe report, and their cauſing a mutiny in 
the congregation, were ſtruck dead by the Lord in 
an inſtant ; but Caleb and Joſhua, who maintain- 
ed that the Land was excceding good, and that by 
Divine aſſiſtance, they could eaſily conquer it, 
were preſerved, and, thirty-eight years after, en- 
tered into Canaan. Numb. xiv. 24, 30, 38. Let 
us go up at once, and prſſeſs it, far we are well able 
to evercome it.—T hat theſe words may be of 
ſome uſe ro my hearers, I intend to obſerve the 
following method. Eau 


Firſt, Point out the ſimilarity between Canaan | 
Earthly, to which the Children of Iſrael were 
marching, and that Eternal glory, to which the 
_ Chriſtian believer is going. 4. e 


Secondly, Some of the Hinderances which the 
Chriſtian Traveller may meet with in his Journey. 


Thhirdly, Point out the manner he the Chriſ- 
tian Traveller ſhould advance in his Journey. 
Fourthly, A few N e motives to the 
People of God, and to every Zion Traveller, to go 

forward. e are well able to ercome it. 


I. I am to point out the ſimilarity between Ca- 

naan Earthly, to which the Children of Iſrael were 

marching, and that Eternal glory, to which the 
Chriſtian believer is going. But it may be proper 

to obſerve, that Canaan was not in every point of 

view a type of that heavenly and glorivus made 8 

| e . | which 
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which the followers of our Redeemer are going.“ 
That Canaan, was earthly, liable to ruin, would 
not exiſt for ever ; but the Chriſtian's Canaan 1s 
- immirtal, unfadirg, not liable to decay; hence ſays 
an inſpired writer, (1 Pet. i. 3, 4.) Bleſſed be the 
God and Father of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, who ac- 
cording le his abundant mercy, hath begstten us again 
unto a lively hope, by the Reſurrection of Feſus Chriſt 
From the dead, lo an inheritance incorruptible, and un-, 
defiled, and that fadith nit away, referved in Heaven 
for y This, this is the Canaan to which the 
followers of God are marching, a country not 


% 
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liable to decays 
1 Again, That Canaan to which Iſrael, under 
7 the old teſtament, was going, was infeſted with 
Enemies; there were Canaanites in it, who did 
1 { not with well to Iiracl, (Exod. xxiii. 29, 30.) but. 
> {| the Heavenly Canaan has no enemies, ſecret nor 
7 open, to perplex the happy overcomer. But it was 
| a tvpe of Heaven, Tn 
2 1. As it was comparatively holy, God appoint- 
. ed, and appropriated it to a particular purpoſe. 
Ihe country to which the ſpiritual Ifracl of God 
— is going, contains a holy King, a holy Throne, Holy 
Laus, baly Subjects, the worſhip and employment 
are hz, nothing contrary to holineſs is there, Ly. 
e | . ; CO ey 
o | 2. Canaan was a very pleaſant place. How 
magnificently does the Lord ſpeak of Canaan ; he 
calls it a goodly land !—The Sn e is moſt 
5 pleaſant; no infectious air, no loathſome diſeaſe, 
re nothing irkſome or diſagrecable: In this wilderneſs _ 
1E | God drops joy into his followers hearts, but above, 
er | in that manſion of bliſs, they enter into joy, an wo 
of ocean, a ſea of joy. In thy preſence there is fulueſs 
to . Y; „ ny 01 of m_— 


* 
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of joy, and at thy right hand there are pleaſures far 
evermore, —— What pleaſure muſt ariſe to the hap- 


py inhabitant, to ſee God, as the apoſtle phraſes it, 
« FACE To Fact; where new diſcoveries of 
rich treaſure will be opened up to them every mo 


ment, throughout Eternity. Fountains, ſprings, 


. vallies, feaſts, crowns, palms, thrones, &c. all fail 


to point out the ſolid, ſubſtantial, and eternal hap- 


pineſs to be found in this pleaſant Canaan ; a faint 


deſcription of it we may read in the 21ſt chapter 
of Revelations. 1 5 . 


3. Canaan was a very fruitful and a plentiful 


land. Vor the Lord thy God bringeth thee into a good 
land, a land of broiks of water, of fountains, and 
_ depths that ſpring out of vallies and hills; a land of 


 2zuheat, and barley, and vines, and pomegranates ; a land 


of olwve-oil, and honey; a land wherein theu ſhalt eat 
bread without ſcarceneſs, thou fhalt not lack any thing 
in it, a land whoſe ſlones are iron, and out of ade 


Hills thou mayeſt dig braſs. Deut. viii. 7, 8, 9. The 


Canaan to which the ſpiritual Ifracl of God are 


- marching is beyond deſcription fruittul. * There 


knowledge grows without decay.” What grand, 
_ glorious, and eternal diſcoveries are made unto 
them! Their love increaſes in PEER to the 

wonderful diſcoveries made. They 

neither thirfl any more, neither ſhall the ſun light on 


them, nor any heat. For the Lamb, which is in the 
midſt of the threne, hall feed them, and ſhall lead them 


unto living fountains of waters : and Gd ſhall wipe 
way all tears from their eyes. Rev. vii. 10, 17. 


4. Canaan was a very enticing country ; milk 
and honey, olives, pomegranatcs, wheat and bar- 
| ley, Ke. are very uſcful and alluring: So, when 
the Chriſtian traveller contemplates the glo;y 2 Fe 

| TY a NETS „ tlie 


hunger no more, 


„ 
the heavenly Canaan, how that he ſhall be eter- 
nally delivered from all that can be called evil, 
and, eternally poſſeſſed of all that carr be called 
good, he is ready to cry out, with the Pſalmiſt, O 
that I had the wings of a Dove, then would I fly 
away and be at reſt, When a Preacher is deſcribing 
the glories of this heavenly world, as pointed out 
in Scripture, by Crewns, Thrones, a weight of Glory, 
Fulneſs of Joy; and ſeems animated by the truths 
which he himſelf declares, even the very ſervants 
of the black Prince of Hell ſeem charmed, and long 
to be there: But, O ſinners, you know that you 
hate the way to this Country, and that all who ar- 
rive there muſt firſt travel in the way to it. 

5. Canaan was the land of Promiſe, promiſed 
to. unworthy Creatures, yet none but faithful per- 
ſons were admitted into it: It was not their num 

ber, or deſert, that entitled them to Canaan, (read 
Deut. vii. 7. 8.) yet God did not break his pro- 
- 5 miſe becauſe all did not enter in; it appears that 
CharaQer and Promiſe go together throughout the 
word of God. (Read the reaſon why all did not 
enter the Promiſed Land, Heb. iu. 16. 19.) The 
apoſtle tells us, they could not enter in becauſe of 
unbelief; yea, God himſelf informs us, (in the 
xiv. chap. of Numb.) that was the reaſon why they 
did not poſſeſs the Land; but, ſays he, my ſervant 
Caleb, becauſe he had anather ſpirit with him, and 
hath followed me fully: him will I bring into the land, 
_ whereunto he went ; and his ſeed ſhall paſſeſs it. The 
heavenly Canaan is promiſed to perſons who, b 
nature, are children of wrath, heirs of divine dil. : 
5 pleaſure, and are unable to bring any thing of their 
_ own to merit the divine regard, Senſible of this, 
affected on account of it, they have fled to, and 
laid hold upon Chriſt, by faith, and are ſpiritually _ 
ha e + Caleb's 


: CG.) 


Caleb's ſeed; to theſe and ſuch as theſe, wherher, 
called Catviniſts or Arminians, Churchmen or Diſ- 
ſenters, the promiſe is made. He that believeth ſhall 
be ſaved ; he that believeth hatb the witneſs in himſelf. 
The language of ſcripture is, Be thou faithſul unto 
Death, and I will give thee a Crawn of Life. Do 
you bear the Characters? I muſt inform thee, 
whether thou art an Arminian or a Calviniſt, that 
_ Chriſt talked about, or works talked about, will avail 
nothing, if Chriſt be not in thy heart, the hope of 
Glory.—lf thou art a real chriſtian, thou haſt living 
faith, thou needeſt not be puzzled about this Faith, 
or load thy memory with a parcel of Faiths, ſuch 
as miraculꝛus, hiſtorical, juſtifying faith, or a faith 
of affiance, of adherence, or a faith of aſſurance ;— 
this living faith, which the heirs of the heavenly 
Canaan enjoy, evidences itſelf upwardly, by leading 
the poſſeſſors of it to realize heavenly things; 
downwardly, as it has a tendency to lay the Poſſeſſor 
of it at the feet of Jeſus Chriſt ;—imwardly, as it 
purifies the heart ;—euzwardly, as it evidences itſelf 
by good works. James 11. 14, to the end. 


6. They who entered into the earthly Canaan, 
went through a wilderneſs, croſſed Jordan, and 
- were led into it by Joſhua. They went through a 
waſte howling wilderneſs, a terrible wilderneſs, a 
dangerous wilderneſs, wherein were fiery ſerpents, 
and ſcorpions; a wilderneſs where there was no 
water, a deſert land. All who have arrived ſafe at 
the Canaan of holineſs and happineſs, plenty and 
peace, have gone through this world, which is a 
dangerous, barren wilderneſs ; and all who are go- 
ing muſt expect wilderneſs fare from it. The ene- 
- mics of God have their portion here, 


« Their 


(9: 


* Their hope and portion lies below; 

© Tis all the happineſs they know, 

+ © 'Tis all they ſeck: They take their ſnares, 
6 And leave the reſt among their heirs,” 


A „ 


A miſerable Panion indeed! but tlie Chriſtian re- 
ecives ſupplies from the heavenly Canaan to which 
he is going. There is a river, the ſtreams where- 
of make glad the City of God. Before they ar- 
rived at Canaan they had to eroſs the Jordan; an 
account of which you may find in the 3d and 4th 
chapters of Joſhua ; ſo muſt Canaan's travellers ; 
we muſt tread the verge of Jordan ; death divides 
the heavenly world from this, but ſhortly we ſhall 
I over, not alone, Chriſt will be with us there. 
toſes could not bring Ifracl into the promiſed. 
| 1 but Joſhua did; the broken law cannot ſave 
| „but! is our Schoolmaſter, to bring us to Chriſt, 
our heavenly, victorious Joſhua; he is our uner- 
ring, all- ſuflicient Conductor; and when we arrivo 
above we may ſing, with Dr. Warrs, 


Eternal glory to the King | 
That brought us fafely thro', 

Our tongue ſha!l never ceale to ſg, 
And endleſs proſe renew. 


8 Fear not the grave, thou Lily of the Valley, 1 
Roſe of Sharon, thy heavenly joſhua, has per- 
fumed it, by his own ſacred Perſon, before thee. 


Realize, by faith, this heavetily land. The 
Canaan Lfrael was going to was but temporary, 
but the Canaan thou, believing, perſevering pil- 
grim, art marching to, is not liable to defilement, 
the inhabitants are not ſick, death is ſwallowed up. 
in victory, God will wipe away all tears from their 
eyes. But we muſt expect Oppoſition and Trials, 
in our way unto this heavenly, holy, and 2505 
an 
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land ; -—which leads me to the next particular pro- 


poſed, VIZ. 


II. To point out ſome of the Difficulties or | 


Hinderances, which the Chriſtian Traveller may 
meet with in his way to the heavenly Canaan.— 

Many enemies ſtood in the way to oppoſe Iſrael, 
as you may read in Deut. vii. 1. Chriſtians are 


called Soldiers, and as ſuch have to fight, conquer, 
and overcome, before they arrive. ſafely i in the pro- 
miſed land. 


1. Whatever is contrary to the mind and will 
of God in us, will oppoſe us in our way to hea- 


ven; bete the Chriſtian Traveller is attack- 
ed when upon his knees, by a troop of wandering . 


thoughts ; or, when engaged in other religious du- 
ties, as reading, medirating, and attending upon 


the ordinances = the goſpel ; but there is a great 

difference betwixt the Chriſtian and one that is 
unacquainted with the Chriſtian's life. The tra- 
veller to heaven, when ſet upon by theſe intruders, 
calls in Almighty power to diſpoſſeſs them; he 

hates and abhors them; but the oppoſite character 
indulges and enteltains them. The traveller to 
the heavenly Canaan is ſometimes oppoſed by 

anxious cares; tacſe are various, as wandering 
thoughts; they are called briars and thorns ; they 


choke the word: Theſe are a formidable army, 


they come in different forms ; ſometimes they : 
are immoderate retpecting our bodies, ſometimes 
reſpecting our families: The mind is ſometimes 


oppreſſed about futurity, and too often gives way 


to carnal reaſonings; and then another army comes 
forward, viz. Doubts and fears; ſo that his lan- 
guage is ſomewhat ſimilar to the Pſalmiſt s, when 
he ſaid, O my Gad, Ns ſoul i ts caſt down within me: 
therefore 
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1 
therefore will I remember thee from the land of Fandun, 
and of the Hermenites, from the hill Mizar. Deep 


calleth unto deep at the no:fe of thy waler- Douts * all thy 


waves and thy billatys are gone wer ine. Pla. Xlii. 6, 
7. And I ſometimes think, that ſome of the follow- 
ers of Jeſus ſuffer much from a particular quarter, 
VIZ. timdity or fear. Many of God's dear children 


carry about with them an afflicted body, and their 


affliction is of a peculiar kind, which oppreſſes or 
weighs down their animal ſpirits; and, when this 
is the caſe, they will be particularly exerciſed by a 


degree of fear or timidity, and will find, at parti- 
cular ſeaſons, a great degree of gloom, ſo that they 
are led to fay, with Hezekiah, O Lord, I am op- 

preſſed, undertake for me. The concluſions which 
ſuch perſons draw, at ſuch times, arc frequently 
erroneous, and give their ſpiritual enemies an ad- 
vantage over them; they are ready to think, that 
they mult be under a deluſion; that all their pre- 
tenſions to religion are nothing but hypocriſy : It 
would be well for ſuch perſons to live particularly 


near God, and be much engaged in prayer, and 


endeavour to make a diſtinction between that 
gloom and timidity which may and frequently does 
ariſe from a debilitated conſtitution, and that fear 


which may ariſe from a conſcicus ſenſe of guilt, 
omiſſion of religious duties, or a commiſſion of fins. 
JI have made this obſervation on account of ſuch 


tried chriſtians, 0 | 


2. The Chriſtian, in his way to the heavenly 


Canaan, is oppoſed by the worid : Ihe Pleaſures, 
the Profits, tlie Luſts, the things of the world, 


and the men of it ſtand forth to oppoſe him. The 


_ preſent evil world has bewitched many thouſands, 
an army of ſmiles would fain allure him from the 
_ Croſs of Jeſus Chriſt; an army of frowns engage 


0 


«% 


to Crive him from it. In the religious world, ſo 
called, a formidable force of Latitudinarians, who 
pervert and abuſe the Doctrines of the Goſpel, and 
_ trample on evangelical obedience to the divine law 
of God, would brand the real traveller to heaven 
as a Phariſee, becauſe he evidences his love and 
regard to his heavenly King, by univerſal obedi- 
ence. An oppoſite company to theſe attacks the 
real Chriſtian in his way, and deſpiſes him, be- 
cauſe, although he prays, reads, hears, meditates, 
and attends punctually to the duties of Religion, 
private and public, yet he diſclaims all glory ing or 
depending upon any thing, as the ground of his 
TY acceptance with God, but Chriſt alone. Open- 
| enemies to religion, we may be certain of it, will 
| oppoſe the Chriſtian traveller with: all their helliſh- 
—_:/ rage: This has ever been the caſe: The Atheilts 
BY / and Deiſts, of the preſent age, do and will com- 
1 bine together, and ply their helliſh artillery againſt 
the Saints of God. - 5 1 [ID 


III. Carnal relatives will endeavour to hinder - 
the Chriſtian traveller in his journey, Chriſt our 
bleſſed forerunner informs us, what would be the 
occaſional conſequence of his coming, and the 
_ preaching of his Goſpel. Think not, (ſays he,) that 
J am come to ſend peace on earth; I came nit to ſend 
peace, but a fwvord. Tor I am come is ſet a man at 
variance agatnft his Father, and the daughter agam/t 
her Mither, and the daughter in law againſt her Mo- 
ther in law. And a man's fees ſhail be they of his 
eon houſehold. Matt. x. 34, 36. How frequently 
has this ſcripture been verified in this reſpect ; yea, 
ſoon after tin entered, carnal relatives perſecuted 
thoſe who were ſpiritual—-Cain, Abel—Efan, Ja- 
cob, &c. Is there any of this complexion hearing 
me to-night ?— What advantage will the perſecu- 
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ting wife get, if ſhe leads her huſpand from God ? 
Sor the carnal huſband, if he, by his wicked 
procedure, be the means of drawing his partner's 
feet out of the narrow way ?— Will it not increaſc 
your everlaſting damnation, ye heirs of hell?— 
God be merciful unto you; think, O think of 
Dives in the flames, and dread being his compa- 
nion. Remember, they that perſecute Chriſt's fol- 
lowers are doing Satan's work. | 


4. Lukewarm, lazy profeſſors will ſtand up 
like an armed troop, to hinder the heavenly, lively 
Chriſtian, in purſuing his journey to his Fathers 
houſe. Theſe characters, being like lukewarm 
water themſelves, cannot endure to ſee a courage 
ous Caleb, —they do not wholly diſregard the 
truths of the goſpel, but are not zealous in loving 
and promoting the honour of our Immanuel. 
Read and tremble, Rev. iii. 16. So then, becaufe 
thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will 
ſpew thee out of my mouth. How many lukewarm 
_ profeſſors conſtitute my Audience? May the Power 
of Jehovah be diſplayed, in rouſing you out of 
your lukewarm condition. hes 5 


F. The Apoſtle Peter informs us of an Enemy 
who goeth about continually, ſeeking whom he 
may devour. This enemy, Satan, will not let us 
go through this wilderneſs unmoleſted. He is full 
of helliſh rage againſt all who are determined to 
travel to a world of everlaſting purity. "This ad- 
verſary manages his helliſh buſineſs ſometimes by 
ſubtilty, and ſometimes by fury. ' In a ſubtle, 
crafty manner he attacked our parents, as you may 
fee, Gen. iii. 9, In a dragon-like manner he fell 
upon that eminent ſervant of God, Job, as you 
may read, Chap. i, If by his ſtratagems he _y 
8 4 raiſe 


e 


raiſe us to the Pinnacle of Pride, or caſt us into 
the Slough of Deſpair, he triumphs. This adver- 
ſary is never weary; when one ſcheme will not 
take then he employs another. Satan in Peter can 


cry to Chriſt, when ſpeaking of his ſufferings, that 
be far from thee, Satan in David prompts him to 


number [ſracl. This Prince of Hell makes uſe 


of the Chriſtian ſword, (I mean the word of God,) 


to diſcourage or clate him. This Serpent and 


dragon-like Devil is a Spirit, active and nimble, 


offefled of great power, envy, and hatred ; hence 


called the ACCUSER of the brethren. Satan, in an 


eſpecial manner, deſires to have thoſe who are go- 


ing to Canaan above; he ſometimes acts like a 


Fiſherman, who preſents the bait with the hook 


covered—like a Juggler, he deceives us—like a 


Sophiſt, he ſtrives to perſuade us-—like a Philoſo- 


pher, he takes advantage of our frame: A cheer- 
ful frame, he tempts to preſuraption—a dejected 
ſpirit, to deſpair—the youth, to Juſt—the aged, to 
covetouſneſs. Satan will endeavour to ſhake the 
Chriſtian's confidence. Saving faith is kell's eye- 
ſore by it we have acceſs to God—it keeps Chriſt 
and the foul one. He wants to rob us of our hea- 


venly Treaſure: Chriſtian traveller, do not rea- 


fon with him. 


6. I would obſerve, that the Chriſtian pilorim | 


frequently is his own hinderer ; ſometimes by liſten- 


ing to the ſuggeſtions of Satan by reaſoning more 


with his own inability, than with his heavenly 
Father—by looking at the ſteps of others more 


than at God's word by poring upon the difficul- 


ties of the way more than at promiſed aſſiſtance by 


reaſoning with the eroſſes, and not keeping in view 


the glorious, heavenly, and eternal Reward—by not 
living to God's glory, as it is his privilege to do. 


7. Canaan's: 
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j 9, Canaan's travellers frequently hinder one 


another, not deſignedly but accidentally—by look- 
ing too much at one another's weaknefſes—by en- 

couraging too much of that ſpirit that Joſhua and 
3Z Chriſt's diſciples had, who wanted ſome perſons to 
be prohibited from acting as they did, becauſe | 
they did not accompany them: And, my dear 
® friends, is there not too much of this narrow, 
7 contracted. diſpoſition, amongſt the profeſſors of 
religion, in this day; yea, among real chriſtians 
Il fear there is. —One cries, F am a Churchman ; 
another, I am a Diſſenter; a third, I am a Cal- 
2 viniſt; and a fourth, I am an Arminian ; fre- 
2 quently, when theſe parties meet together, they 
begin to contend for their favourite ſyſtem, imbibe 
a wrong ſpirit, part without prayer, bring no glo- 
ry to God, wound weak brethren, cauſe the ene- 
mies of religion to ridicule, and blaſpheme the 
name of God, O that, when travellers to the hea- 
venly world met together, their grand contention 
might be, who of them all would love God the 
2 molt, and honour him by a holy life. I tell you, 
different parties, nothing will avail but Chriſt in 
dus the hope of eternal Glory, A varicty of ex- 
erciſes the chriſtian may meet with, in his road to 
Glory, that J cannot enumerate; as contentions 
in the Church militant, in their own Spirit, in 
their ſituations in Life; but be not diſcouraged, 
Le us go up at once and piſſeſs it. 


Fi 


III. I come now to point out the manner, 
Fhow the Chrittian traveller ſhould proceed in his 


Journey. 

1. He proceeds voluntarily, being diffatified -  , \ 

with this preſent evil world, its cuſtoms, maxims, RS 

and purſuits ; having a B of his own 0 

3 „ Y 1 N 6 
: | 


1 A 77 

miſerable condition, — the holineſs of God's law, 1 
— his impotency, and utter inability to help him. X# 
ſelt—the rich, free, and glorious offers made by F : 
God to a loſt world, through Jeſus, our only Me- 
be: | diator and Advocate being informed and experi- A 
| 5 eneing that the way of fin is a dark, ſhameful, 1 
| painful, unprofitable, and deſtructive way-diſß- „ 
cerning a beauty, glory, and excellency in Chriſt, # « 
who is the way, the truth, and the life—ſeeing an 
amiableneſs in holineſs, in taking up the Croſs of 1 / 
WM _ Chriſt, in regarding divine injunctions, and thus 
3 | viewing things in their own proper colours, and by 
. faith bcholding the glorious, incorruptible, and 
eternal world of Peace, he voluntarily proceeds oen *4 
; his march to the heavenly Canaan ; it is his daily $ 7 
and habitual choice—he willingly does and ſuffers F # 


the will of God—he willingly builds and depends 
_ on Chrit—he pays willingly univerſal regard to 
55 God's commands the narrow, holy, good, and 
heavenly way is the way of his choice he ſees a 

beauty in it, that before he was a ſtranger unto— 

' Experiencing that God is love, wiſdom, power, 
faithfulneſs, and truth, whatever he has to do or 

to ſuffer, in his road to Immanuel's land, the lan- 

guage of his heart is, the will of the Lord be done. 


2. He goes up to poſſeſs the good land depend- 
ently—he confides in an Omnipotent arm. — Sen- 


7 


| ſible of his weakneſs, ignorance, and number of 
== enemies that will oppoſe him in his way to the 
1 land of promife, he reſts only on God, who has 
= declared himſelf on the fide of all who are in his 


 way—he depends upon God for protection, direc- # t 
tion, conſolation, victory over enemies, ſupplies of © 
grace in ſhort, every thing that he ſtands in need 
of in his road to mount Zion. This has been 8 
the caſe with all the real travellers. to heaven. 
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takes muſt he with Sword in hand. 


„ 


When Jacob was on his way to Padan-aram, we 
are informed, that he was benighted ; and, Ein 
himſelf down to reſt, he had a particular viſit from 
his heavenly Father ;—in the morning, when he 
was about to go on in his way, he proves to us 
that he depended only upon God. V/ God will be 
with me, and will keep me in this way that I go, and 
will give me bread to eat, and ra:ment to put an, 1 
that I come again to my Father's houſe in Peace; then 

all the Lord be my God. Gen. xxviil. 20, 21. 
Likewiſe, when Jehoſaphat was attacked by the 


Children of Ammon, Moab, and mount Seir, he 


went to his God in prayer, and ſays, O cur God, 
wilt thou not judge them © for iue have no might againſt 
this great company that cometh up againſt us ; neither | 
know we what to do: but our eyes are up unto thee, 
2 Chron. xx. 12. Many other inſtances might be 


adduced from Scripture, to ſhew that antient be- 
lievers depended upon their God for every ſupply 
that they wanted, and he had promiſed. And if 


you would go and poſſeſs the land of glory, my 
dear hearers, you muſt not depend upon any thing 
ſhort of the God of Heaven and Earth—all be- 
fides are refuges of lies—every thing independent 
of him will prove broken reeds. The Phariſee's 
doings, and the Latitudinarian's notions, will not 


ſtand the fiery trial that ſhall come upon us. 
_ Chriſtian traveller, march on thy way, leaning 


upon thy beloved—Caſt thy burden upon him 


Roll thyſelf upon the Lord, and he will ſuſtain thee, 


3. The Chriſtian traveller goes up, to poſleſs 
the heavenly Canaan, valiantly. Every ſtep he 
Helliſt ar- 

mies will muſter up their force to impede his pro- 
greſs. If Nehemiah will engage in God's cauſe 


heartily, he will be 1 but, like a valiant 


2 Soldier, 


— at 4p ey 


; (---18--} 
Soldier, he replies,. Shall ſuch a man as [ flee. Cour- 


age is neceſſary in our way to Canaan; without 
it our enemies will conquer us. David was cou- 
Tageous, and valiant to a prodigy, when he went 


againſt Goliah, with five ſtones and a ſling; but 
he went in the name of his God and conquered 
his antagoniſt. Where there is divine fortitude 


at do know 


burning fiery furnace ; and he will deliver us 'out of 
thine hand, O king. But if not, be it knogun unis 


' thee, O king, that we will nat ſerve thy gods, nor wor- 

ſhip the golden image which thou haſt ſet up. Dan. iii. 
17, 18. Travel on your journey, ye Saints of the- 

moſt high God ;—put on courage, be ſtrong and 
_ courageous, ye Soldiers of Jeſus, —ye pilgrims, on 


your march to Glory. 


of mind, there will be divine knowledge; and the | 
Scripture informs us, that the people 5 
their God ſhall be firong, and do exploits. Dan. xi. 32. 
Caleb was poflefſed of this divine Magnanimity 
of Soul Let us go up at once, whatever enemies 
there may be in the way, wwe are well able to over- 
came. When the Apoſtles and Servants of the 
moſt high God were brought before the wretched 
race of High Prieſts, they boldly maintained the 
-honour of their Lord, the glories of his cauſe : 
Undiſmayed by the menaces, not allured. by the: 
- fawning machinations of the enemies of the Croſs. 
of their Lord and Maſter, they valiantly vindicate 
the Truth. What courage do we behold in the 
conduct of the three hebrew youths ;, when that 
enemy of God, that childi of the devil, threatened! 
_ to bum them if they would not complly with tis | 
{ature noqueſt, they bollly raplied, 777 are mot -. 
fad to anfaver thee an ths matter. , ut de jo, our | 
Gad, whom Toe ſerve, 15 able to deliver ms from the 
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* Ys The Chriſtian traveller may proceed in 


his journey cheerfully ; notwithſtanding the variety 
of troubles he meets. with, in his way home to 
God and Heaven, yet he derives conſolation when 


the world can afford its ſervants none. There is 


a River, the ſtreams whereof make glad the City 
of God. The Chriſtian may march forward, 


meets with. Job, upon the dunghill, could ſay. 
Naked came ] out of my mother's womb, and naked 


ſhall I return thither ;. the Lord gave and the Lord 


ſinging praiſes to his God, whatever troubles he 


taketh away, bleſſed be the name of. the Lord. Paul 


and Silas at midnight, in a dungeon, in their Road 


to Glory, could praiſe the name of the Lord, Ca- 


naan's King. Wiſdom's ways, that God himſelf 


walks in to them, or thoſe ways he directs them to 


walk in to him, are ways of pleaſantneſs, and all 


her paths are peace. When they have right views 


of him to whom they ſtand related, of his exceed- 
iagly great and precious promiſes made unto them, 


of the wonderful deliverances wrought in their be- 


half in times paſt, of the victory obtained by for- 
mer travellers to heaven, of the glorious Crown that 
awaits all who arrive ſafe to that better Country, 
they are ready to fay or ſing, . 


Come, let us join our cheerful ſongs 

With Angels round the Throne, 

Ten thouſand, thouſand are their Tongues, 
But all their Joys are one. „ 


With David, ready to invite all their fellow-tra- 


vellers to come, and hear them tell the wonders 


conceivable God hath done fer them. Amidſt 


complicated trials they can ſing, the Lord is our 
Judge, the Lord is our Lawgiver, the Lord is our 


King, and he will fave us. Although ite fig-tree do 


not bloſſom, neither fruit be in the vines, the labour 7 
a we f 7 # 


[S.)- 


the olive fail, the fields yield no meat, the flock be cut 
of from the fold, and there be no herd in the flalls, yet 

_ F£ will rejaice in the Lord, I will jay in the God of my 
ſalvation. Antient Travellers could fing thus, and 
ſurely we, who are favoured with a more clear and 
_ glorious diſpenſation than they, may rejoice ever- 
more. 2 ye children of Satan, you ſuppoſe that 
IS the People of God are melancholy, that they are 
= the moſt wretched of creatures; miſtaken, deluded 
= Souls, Religion made Job. fing upon the Dung- 
hill, Paul and Silas in the Priſon, the Martyrs in 
Flames. When outward comforts fade and die, 


the Chriſtian traveller finds all in God. 


5. The Traveller to the heavenly Canaan goes 
up patiently ; as he has a variety of enemies to 
_ grapple with, he ſtands in need of patience. Pa- 
tience is a moſt glorious grace; by it the Chriſtian _ 
is enabled meekly to endure injuries, with a calm 
diſpoſition, and ſubmiſſion of Spirit to the will of 
_ God—to wait for accompliſhment of promiſes. 

By patience, the child of God poſſeſſes himſelf— 
3s contented with whatever his gracious Lord ſees 


goes up to Glory patiently, gives himſelf and all 
his concerns into the hands of his heavenly Fa- 
ther, from a knowledge of their Intereſt in Chriſt _ 
—of God, as their F ather, diſpoſing of human 
events to promote their happineſs; they enjoy a 
quiet of mind to which the enemies of real Reli- 
ion are entire ſtrangers. Chriſtian traveller, the 
- Croſs is needful; Patience keeps the heir of Ca- 
naan from murmuring. This Traveller is a happß 
man—he enjoys univerſal reſignation to God's will 
does not repine at his dealings—receives afflic- 
tion from God as a mercy. How ſweet this 
Grace appears in Job, when upon the — - 


* rr 2 ce, 


right to exerciſe him with. The Chriſtian, vBho 
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In order to our going up patiently, we muſt ke 
up our courage, muſt abide by the croſs, | 


. Prudently; a number of profeſſing Chriſtians 


appear as if they would drive before them every 


thing that would impede their progreſs to Heaven, 
but not being prudent, not ſkilful in finding out 
Truth, and acting according to it, they frequently 


barm the Cauſe of God; notwithſtanding, like 


Jehu, they are ready to ſay, Came, ſee my zeal for 
the Lord of Hats. In order to 80 up wiſely or 


prudently, it is neceſſary that we be converſant 


with God's ſacred word that we lay it up in our 
kearts, as an invaluable Treaſure - that we follow 
no man's ies E DIXIF, any farther than it is a 
natural conſequence deducible from the word of 


God. "This; my beloved hearers, is an unerring 
guide, that you may conſtantly follow. To the Law 
and to the Teſtimony. The Chriſtian traveller has 


imparted to him the Spirit of diſcernment, to 


perceive what is fit or improper to be done, with 
_ reſpect to the time when, the place where, the man- 


ner how, the Infiruments what, and the end to 
which. This wiſdom he partakes is from above, 
it is pure, peaceable, gentle, eaſy to be entreated, 
full of merey, full of good fruits, without partiality 

and without hypocriſy, his ſteps are guided by Je- 


hovah's Lamp. Are you ſuch Travellers, my be- 
loved Friends? How beautiful zeal in the cauſe 


of God, appears when guided by divine Know- 


ledge. Proceed on your march, with God's Law in : 
your hearts, and the Map of Heaven in your hand. 


J. The Chriſtian Traveller muſt go up per- 

ſeveringly. Be thou faithful unto Death and I will 
give thee a Crawn of Life. They that would have 
the. Crown muſt travel in the way to the on of 


( 22 )) 


their Life, in winter as well as ſummer. The 
Road to Glory is very diſagreeable to carnal minds. 


We muſt ever remember that the Prize is at the 
end of the Race. Abraham had to travel to Zion 


in obedience to the Divine Command, with his 
| Iſaac to the mount Moriah, and there offer him to 


God. Daniel's paſſage lay through the Lion's 
Den—the three Champions through the burning 
Furnace—the Apoſtles paffages through Priſons 


and Deaths—and all that will live godly in Chriſt 
Jeſus ſhall ſuffer Perſecution : He that endureth to 


the end ſhall be ſaved. God, ſpeaking of Caleb, 
ſays, Becauſe he had another fpirit with.him, and hall 


 fellewed me fully, him will I bring into the land where- 


unto he went, and his ſeed ſhall peſſeſs it. In order 
to perſevere we muſt look forward—watch againſt 


our enemies be much engaged with God in ear- 
_ neſt prayer keep your eye upon your Forerunner. 


8 True, tis a ſtrait and thorny road, 
And mortal Spirits tire and faint; 

Zut they forget the migltty God, | 

That feeds the ſtrength of every Saint. 


Take courage, and £0 forward. 


But ſome may be ready to reply, if there are fo 
many oppoſers, if I muſt go forward in the afore- 
mentioned manner, who find myſelf ſo exceedingly 
weak and ignorant, I am afraid I ſhall be ſhut out 
of the heavenly, as the Jews were out of the terreſ- 
trial Canaan. For your encouragement attend to 


the next general head. | 


IV. I ſhall lay down a few encouraging mo- 
tives, -from which the travellers ought to draw 
comfort and conſolation, in their way to-Heaven. 


Me ate well able to overcome it. 


af 


1. You 
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t. You are marching under the inipetion, ant 
fighting under the banner of the moſt excellent 
and beſt Commander. This our Commander and 

Leader is the Lord of Glory, who ſpoiled prinei- 
palities and powers, and made a ſhow of them 
openly, triumphing over them in his Croſs ;—he 
both leads the van and alſo brings up the rear. De- 
part ye, depart ye; go ye out from thence ; touch 
no unclean thing : Go ye out of the midſt of her; 
be ye clean that bear the veſſels of the Lord. For 
ye ſhall not go out with haſte, nor go by flight; 


or the Lord will ge before you, and the God of 7 
Iſrael will be your rereward. Encouraging declara- = 
tion. This captain has fought many a hard battle TY 
on our account. What a warrior he appears in tlie 1 

wilderneſs, when tempted by the powers of dark- 
neſs. Upon the Croſs how victorfouſly he diſ- 
plays his banner of Love—no grave is able to hold 
him triumphantly he aſcends to Glory—courage- 
ouſly, in the chariot of his Goſpel, he has rode on 
till now—and will proceed till all his enemies be 
conquered. Your Commander is Almighty and 
Allwife ; Faithfulnefs and Truth is the Girdle o 
his leins. "The prophet beheld him, and cried out, 

V xs this that cometh from Edom, with dyed Gar- 


00. 
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0 ments, from Bozrab © this that in glorious m bis 
, travelling in the greatneſs of bus firength? I the 
ly Jpoat in righteauſs mighty to ſaue, 5c. A grand de- 
at cription you may find of this glorious Commander 
and Leader, in Rev. xix. His name is faithtul and 
to true his eyes are like a flame of fire—many crowns 


are on his head—his veſture is dipped in blood 
his name is the word of God—-armies follow him 


o- upon white horſes, clothed in fine linen, white and 
clean, —he ſmites nations with a ſword out of his 
n. mouth he rules them with a rod of iron his name 


on his veſture and thigh is KING OF KINGS 


(4) 
AND LORD. OF LORDS. This is thy Com- 
mander and Leader, thou traveller to Zion—ever 


view him, always hearken to his commands, and 
punctually obey them F and thou ſhalt be ſafe. | 


2. Another motive of inducement for us to go 
up to poſſeſs the good land is, the great alliances 
we have formed to help us, viz. the attributes of 
our God, his wiſdom, pruer, juſtice, faithfulneſs, 
and mercy, thy defence is the munition of Rocks. 
My Grace is ſufficient for thee, ſaith the Lord, thy 
detender and Ps 


Second, The graces of the ſpirit of God are on 
your fide— Faith that ſhield of defence has over- 
come the world and all the chriſtian's enemies 
Hype, like an anchor or an helmet, will keep thy 
mind unruffled and unwounded—Patrence, Love, 
Humility, and evety grace Come forward to thy help. 


— 


Third, Chriſt, as a [IR IN and in all his offi- 
Ces -A$ Redremer, Friend, Prophet, Prieſt, and King. 
comes forward to promote your victory. 


Fourth, The cintuft of antient worthies, Who 
have encountered flames, racts, and tortures, in their 
way to glory: Your companions in tribulation are 
helpers of you by their prayers, reproofs, exhor- 
tations, and patient doing and hae God's will. 


Piſth, The angels of Jehovah are engaged to 
protect, help, and aſſiſt you. The angel of the Lord 
encamps round about them that fear him, and de- 
livers them. They are all miniſtering ſpirits to the 
| heirs of falvation, and deſtructive ſpirits to his 
enemies. Tu o companies of them attended Jacob 
Wan angel vſited Peter | in priſon, SLES. | 
| Sixth, 


. 


SY. wo! 
Sixth Creation itſelf ſhall viſibly act for you, if 


it will be for your real advantage, and God's glory. 
Heavenly Luminaries have acted for the Travellers 


to Glory, and againſt their enemies. The Stars 


fought in therr Grurſes againſt & ſera. Sc. 


Seventh, The exceeding great and precious pro- 
miſes of God are on your ſide Whatever you may 
meet with in your way to the Celeſtial Canaan, there 


is a promiſe ſuited to your ſtate ye tempted follow- 
ers of Immanuel, apply unto chem. 


Eighth, The providential dealings of Heaven, 
which, at many times appear like Ezckiel's wheels 
within wheels, ſhall work for your good ; the rage 
of men and devils while you follow the Lamb, ſhall 


ſhall terminate in your real advantage, and promote 


your ſpiritual growth in grace. Go ſorward then, 


ye travellers to mount Zion Immanuel has gone 
before you, and has made the way plain to the 
heavenly, fruitful, and happy Canaan. 


. Another motive of Inducement is, that 


you are engaged in the beſt of Cauſes. What 
cauſe like God and Truth? It is an heavenly, 


holy, honorable, and glorious cauſe A cauſe that 
the army of God's attributes, the troop of his pro- 


miſes, the angelie hoſt he commands, the variety 


of his providences are all engaged to help you in — 
A cauſe that oppoſes Sin, Mitery, and Hell. 


4. Another motive is the imbecility of your 


enemies. It is true, they appear formidable, and 


threaten deſtruction eternal, but remember they are 
but finite, their machinations againſt the humble 


travellers to Heaven, have. been overturned to the 


ruin of their own intereſt ; the Dragons of Hell, 
Rc „„ bh : We 


fait 


6. Another motive is, the conſtant ſupplies 
that the Chriſtian meets with. He has neceſlary, 


( ab ) 


e Pharoahs, the NebuchadneZzars have been con- 


founded in their Plots. Remember thy enemies“ 
are but fleſh, worms, and enemies to thy God 
therefore, go up and poſſoſs the land. 


5. Another motive is, the ſhortneſs of the 


journey What is twenty, thirty, or forty years tra- 
vel to Canaan above? thou doeſt not travel alone. 
— No, Immanuel and true Iſraelites travel along 


with thee. Abraham's journey was longer than 
thine, ſo was Caleb's, and many other travellers, 


thy gone may end this night, however, be thou 
ful unto deal. 3 


heavenly, and wonderful Armour, he may kill his 
enemies by thouſands. Heavenly, nouriſhing, and 


ſtrengthening food —clear, ever living, and rich 


Goſpel fireams, to quench his thirſt at—unerring 
map of the way, and a faithful, conſtant, and rea- 
dy Interpreter, the Author of the ſame bleſſed map. 


„ | Bye 3 3 
7. Another motive is, that the poſſeſſion of this 


with. You ſhall be eternally deprived of all that can 
be called evil; no pain, no affliction, no tempting 


heavenly Canaan will abundantly compenſate for all 
the dithculries that the Travellers in the way meet 


Devil, no wicked world, no dejected ſpirits, no con- 


tentions about parties or forms of Religion, no dull 


meetings, no ſhort Sabbaths, nothing irkſome, no- 


thing diſogreeable. You ſhall be put in poſſeſſion 


of all that can be called good. What awaits the 
_ Chriſtian traveller is ſometimes called a Crown, a 

Kingdom, a houſe not made with hands, a better 
country, a heavenly inheritance. Here they behold 
the King in his beauty—here they contemplate his 
ERS nr i aw | divine 


2 
2 


divine perfections- here Heir T1 deſires are 


ffllled— their company, employment, and Sorin | 
4 diſcoveries increaſe their Felicity. pk 


I have gone through what 1 breeds, 2850 ede 
leave to inquire, are you Travellers to the heaven. 
. Canaan? I fear many of Fqu are not —and 


1. To web 1 would obſerve, that the road you 5 
are travelling! in is a dark, dangerous, and deſtruc- 
tive one; a few weeks, months, or years, and you 
may end your Journey, —erying out, the harveſt is 
paſs the ſummer is ended, and I am not ſaved. — 
Many of you, perhaps, are parents, and your chil- 
| dren are following your example, —an example 

2 which, if purſued, will terminate in their deſtruc- 

: *>Xioh.—The Lord alarm your conſciences. Reflet, 
prayerleſs, carnal parents, how much better it would 
be, if when your journey here were at an end, your 
children, upon viewing your graves, ſhould have 
to ſay, there lays the man, my father, —the wo- 
man, my mother, who prayed for me, who pray- 

| ed with me, who taught me, as well as they were 

Aaahle, the way to the heavenly world. Be alarmed 
7 this night, to-morrow may be too late. 
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. You: who. once. were vale to Canaan, 
but now ſeem tired—have you found a better way, 
a better God ?—Ah, no—you, perhaps, are now 
mourning on account of your wandering out of the 
way—Return, return, ye weary wanderers, invi- 
tations and encouraging promiſes are ſent from the 
God of Heaven, to invite you back again to your & 
indulgent friend. 4% 55 


3. Ve different ſeas, who are be to 
anaan, Dh ſhould you fall out by the way; 
true, 
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true ir is 4 Garret nee can Röt wall in ith. 
by Saints miy.breadthwiſe. Is Chriſt in your hearts 
e hope of Glory then let our ſtrife be, which of, 
us all can love and obey our Immanuel the mo 
Come thou Arminian and Calviniſt—Come thou 
Churchman and Diflenter—let, us mend dur pace? 
to Glory; ſhortly our journey will end. Let us go 
up at once, and poſſeſs that happy land, where 
Paul and Barnabas, Luther and Cabeigs Whit- 
field and Weſley, for ever agree. Lam òonnected: 
with a people, at. preſent, w whom I could wiſh- th» 
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live and die with but, bleſſed be God, we axe all; 
one in Chriſt Jeſus, Go forward, ye heayenly Pil.. 
giims, and \ we-hope to meet you above. Amen. 
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